SEMINAR 1 – PREPARATION GUIDE
MODULE 1 POLITICAL THOUGHT THROUGHOUT THE HISTORY
(weeks one-five)

Lecture 2: Antiquity and Classics; Middle Ages  
Lecture 3: Renaissance and Enlightenment 	
Lecture 4: 19th Century 	
Lecture 5: 20th and 21st Centuries 	

Seminar 1: History of Political Thought: Revision 

Individual Assignment 1. Essay: Compare and Contrast the Main Features of Pre-modern and Modern Political Thought

Seminar One (week five-six):
The seminar one prepares you for the mid-term evaluation. To succeed to have be ready to 
1. Compare and contrast:
1.1. Constitutions of the Classical Greece and Rome;
1.2. Political thought of the Medieval and Renaissance/Enlightenment Europe;
1.3. Political doctrines of Plato, Aristotle and al-Farabi;
1.4. Machiavelli’s “Prince” and “Discourses on Livy”;
1.5. Social contract theories of Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau.
2. Trace:
2.1. The evolution of political doctrines throughout the history: ancient empires, classical Greece and Rome: Middle Ages; Renaissance and Enlightenment;
2.2. The evolution of political doctrines throughout the history: 19th, 20th and 21st centuries.
3. Explain 
3.1. How capitalism, industrialization and urbanization changed the politics and political thought first in Europe and elsewhere;
3.2. How philosophers and their philosophies influenced political life throughout history, give examples;
3.3. What constitutes the essence of J.S. Mill’s liberalism;
3.4. What constitutes the essence of Hegel’s political doctrine;
3.5. What constitutes the essence of Marx’ political doctrine;
3.6. What constitutes the essence of M. Weber’s theory of state.
Look through the transcripts of the lectures and reading material that is available at the UNIVER system and make notes following the rubrics above. 

ESSENTIAL READING
All essential reading is available in PDF format in the UNIVER system. This table guides you through the content of the course and the reading you should complete for each topic. 
	Week 
	Topic 
	Book 
	Parts/Chapters

	Module 1 Political Thought throughout the History

	Antiquity and Classics; Middle Ages  
	Goodin, Robert E. The Oxford handbook of comparative politics. Vol. 4. Oxford Handbooks of Political, 2007.

Dryzek, J. S., Honig, B., & Phillips, A. (Eds.). (2008). The Oxford handbook of political theory.

Laskar, M. (2013). Summary of social contract theory by Hobbes, Locke and Rousseau. Locke and Rousseau (April 4, 2013).

Rawls, J. (2008). Lectures on the history of political philosophy. Harvard University Press. Rhodes, 

Solt ,R. (2004). The Handbooks of Moral and Political Philosophy (2)
	Part 2(8): War, trade and state formation



Part 3; Legacy of the past


All 



All 


All


[bookmark: _GoBack]
For further reading, see the transcripts of the lectures. 
